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Friendship’s Hand Clasp 


Mary Jane Collins 
Ceta Sigma Fhis into Chapel 


leads procession 


warm hand clasp friendship 
can the source great satisfaction 
people this community, who for 
far too many years never extended 
hand stranger for fear creating 
embarrassing situation. have lived 
part that miserably black 
era our history, and the years 
have cleared the cobwebs from 
thinking about those living here, the 
skies have times taken 
wonderful hue, and 
are confronted with the storm 
clouds fear. 


Once wrote the pages THE 
STAR about early years this 
community, contrasting feelings 
aloneness with the transformation that 
has been brought about through mak- 
ing friends because being patient 
here not spite it, look back 
over eighteen years hospitaliza- 
tion, somehow the unpleasant experi- 
ences fade and brighter become the 
happy times that have come way. 
The friends, inside and 
community, that count rich treas- 
have brought happiness me, 
but never forget the very first ones 
who befriended and have en- 
themselves me, Without nam- 
them, they will know that this 
another tribute gratitude for 
paving the way that led life rich 

would have begun this very differently, 
but instead I’m telling you what friend- 
ship can accomplish, for might 
something you just take for granted 
never having been forced live with- 
out it, once did. Think over, 
friend, and then you will realize 
how much friendships are worth,, 


article for something wonderful has 
happened. This story concerns both 


1954 


joey and me, and know she’s happy 

unseasonably cool May day 
this year, Joey and received news 
that lifted above the normal heights 

routine day our community. 
the mail, each received note 
Sigma Phi informals from Mary 
jane Collins, (Mrs. Vincent Caruso) 
New Orleans, member Beta 
quite few years. The exact wording 
isn’t nearly important 
the news contained. Mary Jane 
wrote that she had proposed Joey and 
candidates for membership 
International Sorority Beta Sig- 
Phi. had been cleared through 
and 
Mr. Walter W.*Ross, founder and 
ently chairman the board, and Wal- 
Ross III, president Beta Sig- 
Phi, Kansas City, Mo., whole- 
heartedly approved our being granted 
membership. One only becomes Beta 
Sigma Phi invitation and initiation 
and our dazed astonishment, 
finally realized that these were our bids 
opening the door “Life, Learning 
and Friendship,” side side with more 
than 100,000 women throughout the 
world comprising over 3,600 Chapters. 

The Ritual was scheduled for Sun- 

day afternoon, September 19, 
Parlors the Protestant Chapel, here 
the hospital. From May until 
tember long time, but during that 
interval letters were exchanged 
ironing the kinks that every- 
thing would readiness this end 
the inspirational Pledge Ritual. 

Arrangements were completed ac- 

cordance with Mr. Ross’s suggestion 
that Joey and enrolled the In- 
ternational Chapter, composed wom- 
living remote places, and unable 
attend meetings, 

‘When the big day finally ar- 
Joey and were excited beside 
‘ourselves have the New Orleans 
President Helen Delatte and 
Baton Rouge Council President 

Georgia Levingston and over thirty 
members drive here from New Or- 
and Baton Rouge with 
while took our Pledges. make 
more exciting another close friend, 
Mae Dell Tims, (Mrs. John Tims, 
fr.) New Orleans, was receive 
honorary Beta Chap- 

the same afternoon. reporter 
‘and photographer from the Dixie Roto 
Magazine section the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune were here cover the 
activities. Maybe who interna- 
tionally known, accustomed being 


Bertha Richardson (right) serves punch 
Doris Finlayson, both New Orleans. 


interviewed and photographed, 
I’m the other end the cam- 
era telling people where stand for 
pictures used THE STAR. 
This was certainly novelty for me, 
facing those flash bulbs all afternoon, 
and answering questions that haa 
never thought were interest any- 

The New Orleans Beta Sigma Phis 
brought along the refreshments for 
welcoming reception for the numerous 
guests the honorees. The large cake 
was work art, executed Emile 
Kuster, with the insignium and shield 
the sorority carried out the icing 
and with pale all 
around the edges, almost perfect 
those the beautiful corsages Mae 
Joey and proudly wore, the gift 
our sorority. 

everyone’s enjoyment, Mary Jane 
played the piano and, another close 
friend and Carville favorite, Acel Ross 
Mitchell, sang. Acel and Mary Jane 
have been bringing entertainment 
this hospital for years, and just whisper 
someone that they are coming and 
the auditorium quickly fills. 

For long I’ve known women be- 
longing Beta Sigma Phi, I’ve ad- 
them for their friendly, charm- 
ing way making you feel ease. 
Joey and eagerly look forward 
the six months ahead us, while 
are still pledges, months wearing 
with pride our Pledge Pins, and 
study preparation for admission 
members the Ritual 
Jewels ceremony, During 
hope become more friendly and 
more ease with people because 
the confidence instilled know- 
ing that have many sorority sisters 
willing share their friendship with 
us. now belong for have re- 
ceived the warm hand clasp friend- 
ship, graciously extended all pledges, 

A.P. 


| 


Debut 


Johnny Harmon 


Here Johnny Harmon, now 
Louisiana, the stu- 
Yoder the Baton Rouge Junior 
ice League. Johnny, many our 
know, Carville grad and 
former STAR staff photographer, 

Arrangements for Johnny’s appear- 
ance the show were made THE 
STAR with Mrs, Charles Baldridge, 
chairman for the League, Mrs. 
Baldridge said, think grand 
chance help the people this area 
understand better about Hansen’s 
disease and THE fight 
the general term ‘leprosy’ out and why.” 


It’s doing what comes naturally for 
tember faced one —and cam- 
era that! was guest the “Open 
House” program sponsored the Jun- 
ior Service League Baton Rouge 
WAFB-TV. did this advance the 
cause patients with Hansen’s disease 
and THE STAR. When was first ap- 
proached, was little reluctant ac- 
cept, because didn’t know what was 
expected me. However, began 
look forward the day pro- 
gram. 

Vacherie early, like punctuality 
arrived the station that afternoon 
way ahead schedule. was then that 
ach. But once got talking with peo- 
ple, all butterflies disappeared for 
everyone was friendly and willing 
help and instruct. The big cameras 
tcok eye and soon persuaded 
man take one apart and show 
the works. Air time 
enough and began get littie 
but with understanding and 
informal person like Betty Yoder doing 
the interviewing, just relaxed and 


ple matter see how you appear 
your audience because there mon- 
itor set very close range that you 
miay see just how you look all times. 
gave brief run down life, and 
told much could about Carville, 
and plugged THE STAR ten min- 
utes, and the last five minutes, pre- 
sented series 16x20 pictures Car- 
ville which made. (These pictures are 
loan from THE STAR 
clubs and other groups interested.) 

After the show gave the station 
good going over and saw just how the 
cowboys get the air from piece 
had ball for myself, and came 
home appreciating programs little 
more. the way, you are interested 
owning caméra, believe the 
man said you can get one for 
not sure whether that includes the 

Johnny—Not the Spot 
But the Record 


are indebted Mrs, John 
Tims, Jr., New Orleans, for copy 
the Congressional Record (A4702, June 
29, 1954) which under the caption “Un- 
derstanding Last” carries exten- 
sion the remarks Congressman 
Hale Boggs Louisiana, and article 
and editorial from the Times-Picayune 
New Orleans States about Johnny Har- 
mon (June 19, 1954). Mr. Boggs stated, 
“Mr. Speaker, everyone knows the 
splendid work which done Car- 
ville, La., the treatment Hansen’s 
disease, However, due ignorance and 
superstition, many are still reluctant 
come contact with those unfortunate 
people, who have had this disease. 
was with warm feeling that read the 
editorial and article which appeared 
the Times-Picayune New Orleans States, 
which tells the opportunity given 
former leprosy patient, Har- 
mon, one the leading citizens 
Vacherie, La., Ernest Becnel, and the 
other citizens Vacherie 
former leprosy patients the chance 
live normally.” 

The editorial and article followed 
the Congressional Record. 


The Alumnae Chapter Delta Sig- 
Los Angeles, sincerely de- 
sires extend their triendship and serv- 
ice ex-Carville patients living that 
area. Those interested should get 
touch with Mrs, Ralph Gamble, Nation- 
Director Extension, DSE, 1117 
South Stanley Avenue, Los Angeles 19, 


Former Carville Maintain 
Interest 


The Leonard Wood Memorial 
(American Leprosy Foundation) 
cently announced the election Dr. 
Paul Erickson, USPHS, the Mem- 
orial’s Medical Advisory Board. was 
for full four-year term, Dr. 
presently duty with the 
Public Health Service Atlanta, 
Georgia, administrative position. 

Dr. Erickson, his election came 
surprise.” his many 
friends among patients this hospital, 
Erickson’s election heartening, 
though realize that brings him 
back into the field Hansen’s disease 
advisory capacity only. 

Dr. Erickson served member 
Carville’s resident medical staff for five 
and half years (1944-50), and never 
the long history this hospital have 
had doctor more absorbingly in- 
terested his work Hansen’s dis- 
one more scholarly, The Mem- 
orial congratulated its choice 
Dr, Erickson. 

One the 250 papers presented 
the International Conference Path- 
ologists meeting Washington, D.C., 
week September was read Dr, 
George Fite the U.S, government’s 
National Institutes Health, Bethes- 
da, Md. The title Dr. Fite’s paper 
was “leprosy patterns related geog- 
raphy.” Pathology the science dis- 
ease and the pathologist kind 
doctor. 

Dr. Fite served the laboratory staff 
Carville from 1945 1948. When 
the local scene, one recalls 
that said, more plans than 
you can shake stick at, the 
cpinion that leprosy can transmitted 
rats long and thorough experi- 
mental work done.” While Dr, Fite 
did not accomplish his objective, 
made other important technical contri- 
butions and gratifying that 
ently has not lost interest the sub- 
ject. 

The current issue the quarterly 
International Journal Leprosy (Vol. 
22, No, January-March 1954) carries 
Dr. Fite’s erudite translation “Vir- 
chow’s Leprosy” from Die Krankhaften 
Gesehwulste Rudolf Virchow (Ber- 
lin, 


Dr. James Doull, Washington. 
Medical Director the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, and Dr. Fred Kluth, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, epidemi- 
ologist, are expected return the 
U.S. about October from Okinawa 
where they have been for sometime 
Army assignment connection with 
Okinawa. 


October 
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Youth Israel’s Hansen’s Hospital 
Remembered U.S. Friends 


page are all patients the Han- 
sen’s Hospital David Markus 
Talbieh, Jerusalem, Israel, They are, 
top strip reading Asher 
cha, 17; Noemi David, 16; Asther 
id, Dalia David, 13; and Joseph Asis, 
Bottom strip Secharia Dav- 
id, 16; Missim Fabsili, 16; Soshana Ub- 
rani, 16; Shimeon David, 13; and Ab- 
raham Muallem, 17. The young 
ple are all new immigrants, who came 
the new state Israel from Iran, 
and Turkey approximately two 
and half years ago. The snapshots 
were sent Dr. Rabinowitz, 
with permission reprint them 
STAR. Dr. Rabinowitz home 
physician the Hansen’s Hospital, and 
says Dr. Felix Sagher, Chief Physician 
the Department Dermatology 
the Hadassah Medical Organization, 
charge the Hansen’s Hospital, 
Rabinowitz very devoted her work 
her patients. One can find her 
the hospital all day and into the night.” 

year ago, THE STAR (Oct. 
published article titled “Hansen’s 
Disease Has New Status the New 
State article aroused 
genuine interest, particularly 
young people the hospital. Since 
then have had considerable corres- 
with Dr. Rabinowitz and 
with Mrs, Madeline Lewin-Epstein, 
voluntary social worker the hospital. 
Mrs. Epstein went Palestine with the 
first Hadassah Medical group 
She very active the welfare the 
patients. 

THE STAR liaison, secured 
permission from the Embassy Israel, 
Washington, for all gifts sent the 


Hospital exempt from 


import duty any other tax. The Is- 
rael Ministry Health was happy 


this project. 

March, parcels began arriving 
Israel for the children and Mrs. Lewin- 
told the young folks the hos- 
pital the friends they have Ameri- 
ca. They looked surprised. One lad 
said, who knows Amer- 
and added, “What’s more who 
cares about us?” “You see,” wrote Mrs. 
“at first, was hard for the 
patients realize that the sun shines 
also for them and that they have friends 
who really 

Among the first “really care” was 
Carville’s own Mom Millar 
friend, Mrs. Lois Jackson 
Mom Miller needs introduction 
readers THE STAR and Mrs. Jack- 
son president the Shreveport Sor- 
optimist Club. Mrs. Miller and 
Jackson sent huge box containing in- 
dividually wrapped birthday gifts tor 
each child—socks and scarfs, gay hair 
for the girls, hankys, pencils, 
sweet-smelling soap and other 
the boys were highly impressed 
with the smell the soap.” 

Mrs. Miller told members the 
ecutive board Lowe-McFarlane Unit 
the American Legion 
Shreveport, about the project, and two 
members, Mrs, Dunlop and Mrs. 
Campbell, generously volun- 
teered each provide small new ra- 
dio. The radios, wireless they are 
called Israel, have arrived the hos- 
pital where both young and old are en- 


joying them thoroughly. The patients, 


about all, range age from 
plus. 

Down New Orleans way interest 
the Israeli youth was sparked Mrs. 
Marx Jeffer and Rabbi Emil Leipziger. 
Mrs. Jeffer, herself, sent individual- 
wrapped birthday gifts, and each 
the following New Orleanians, Mrs. Jef- 


q 
4 
7 
4 


; 

friends, all members the 
son, Mrs, Herzog, Mrs. Sizeler, 
Mrs. Katz, Mrs, Stetzer, Mrs. Har- 
ris and Mrs. Kayman. Mrs, Herman 
sent gifts three youngsters. These 
gifts included articles clothing, dolls 
and toys, vanity and comb sets for the 
girls, and other things delight the 
heart child. 

Rabbi Emil Leipziger, Rabbi Emer- 
itus Touro Synagogue, arranged with 
Rabbi Leo Bergman, his successor, 
adopt two the young people for 
“special occasion gifts.” also inter- 
ested Rabbis Share and Hait and Mr. 
Sussman the Hebrew Communal 
School sponsor contacts for birth- 
day gifts. Rabbi Leipziger, who very 
active B’nai circles, current 
touch with both the Grand and 
Supreme Lodge hoping 
secure their interest and help. 

The Juniors, District 
number has announced that gilts 
will one its projects. This 
came about through the efforts Miss 
Miriam Weiss, Memphis, Executive Sec- 
retary B’nai B’rith Women’s Grand 
Lodge, District number 

Baton Rouge Mrs. Tillie Schen- 
ker, librarian, and Dr. Leonard 
Stander, prominent surgeon, heard 
about the Israeli youths from Rabbi 
Marvin Reznikoff the Liberal Syna- 
gogue, Mrs. Schenker sent one the 
young people nice gift and Dr. 
Siander, memory his father Juli- 
Stander, sent check for $25.00 
used for their With Dr. 
Stander’s contribution supply wool- 
yarn was bought, sufficient for the 
girls knit their own sweaters. The 
knitting should also serve form 

continued page 
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Honor Medic Plans Undertake 
Hansen’s Disease 


Chicago, AMERICAN 


Dr. Lawless, 62, above, has one the world’s best collections colored microscopic 
slides. has developed several new and efficacious treatments cases some rare 


and baffling skin diseases. 


Some time ago, Chicago dermatol- 
ogist spent years digging frantically 
into the mysteries Hansen’s disease 
effort prove his theory that the 
bacillus presumed the cause 
Hansen’s disease develops from 
the bacillus causing tuber- 
culosis, (The and microbes 
are both rod-shaped, similar length, 
and belong the acid fast staining 
group. single organisms, impos- 
sible for the “laboratory” distinguish 
between the two Climax the 
experiment came when, after years 
painstaking preparation, microscopic 
slides placed side room near the 
doctor’s office were mistaken for boxes 
junk the janitor, and piled 
garbage can. Thus, one the most 
elaborate research attempts trace the 
origin Hansen’s disease was lost. 

Dr. Theodore Lawless, the 
question, nationally known der- 
matologist. After his retirement, which 
due take place soon, Lawless 
has one further ambition life—to 
extensive research Hansen’s disease. 
became interested the disease 
when discovered that 12-year old 
girl, who had never been outside the 
United States, had developed it. Her 
father had seen military service Oki- 


nawa, but was himself free the dis- 
ease, and were other members the 
family. 

Dr. Lawless would like study 
the University Hawaii, and perhaps 
work the West Indies, where Han- 
sen’s disease more common. his 
said, “Chances are will 
that the mode transmission 
this disease simple that we’ve been 
stumbling over all these years, Not 
that better men than have not been 
working it—but I’ve 
sometimes, and I’d like try hand.” 

July 1954, Dr. Lawless was 
awarded the Springarn Medal which 
awarded annually Negro American 
for distinguished achievement 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment Colored People. 
vious Springarn Award winners are, 
Percy Julian, chemist; and Dr. 
Ralph Bunche, the United Nations. 
Dr. Buell Gallagher, president the 
College the City New York, who 
presented the medal Dr. Lawless, 
cited him “one the world’s leading 
dermatologists whose work 
buted the health, enlightenment and 
welfare his fellow citizens all races, 
faiths 

Lawless 


near 


daux, Lousiana, about miles from 
Carville, December 1892, the eld- 
son the Rev. Alfred and Harriet 
Lawless. was graduated from Tal- 
ladega College, Talladega, Alabama, 
with A.B. degree 1914. began 
his medical studies the University 
Kansas and continued them North- 
western University, from which re- 
ceived M.D. 1919, undertook 
graduate work Columbia, 
vard, and medical clinics 
and Switzerland. 

From his South Side, Chicago office, 
Dr. Lawless directs his practice, which 
tunes larger than all other Chicago der- 
matologists combined, night, his 
huge, silent house, the bachelor-physi- 
played beautiful $1,000 Capehart. 
likes listen over and over the 
recording Shakespeare’s Macbeth 

Some the wealthier members his 
clientele (he treats some 450 
500 patients weekly) have urged him 
charge more, and serve fewer 
tients, but still concentrates vol- 
ume, explaining the reason for this 
attitude, said, more patients 
see, the more learn and the more 
can While maintaining his large 
practice since 1924, Dr. Lawless has 
found time teach classes dermat- 
ology Northwestern, where holds 
professorship. 

Dr. Lawless’ medical work 
vestments have brought 
which has been very generous 
spending for the good others. 
spent $700,000 for 80-unit apart- 
ment Dillard University New 
leans house teachers, and has estab- 
lished several scholarships, 

The fact that Dr. Lawless willing 
tice for less rewarding one, may 
the cause little consternation 
the part the public. However, 
answered the question 
when said, income taxes what 
they are, man finds that the more 
work does, the less money can 
keep. don’t have kith kin, 
not interested piling fortune, 
just about time quit active work 
and went back the fun research.... 
and devote time and what talents 
possess learning how Hansen’s dis- 
case transmitted.” 

Sources: 
EBONY Magazine 
AMERICAN 


Chicago, SUN-TIMES 
Personal Correspondence 
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Star bookshelf 


Chantal 
Guy des Cars 284 pages $3.50 


Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1954. 
Translated from the French Reine Sales 


Madrid Congress 
Memoria 


The Memoria Minutes 
Sixth International Congress Leprol- 
ogy held Madrid, Spain, (Oct. 
make formidable volume. weighs 
eight pounds and runs 1334 pages, 
Ketween its covers are found the opin- 
ions the world’s leading authorities 
this disease and the results the re- 
search they have carried since the 
meeting the Fifth Congress held 
Havana 1948, read requires 
command five languages, English, 
Portuguese, Italian, Spanish and French. 
paper and report the lan- 
guage its author; summary not 
even given every case. rich 
graphs and illustrations, Good pictures 
the delegates and views the city 
Madrid are also included. 

Being layman, this writer net 
the report. falls into five sections: 
Epidemiology and Con- 
trol. Social Aspects. Under each sec- 
tion found the Committee report and 
the various papers presented dealing 
with that particular aspect the dis- 
ease. Even linguistic handicap does 
not prevent appreciation the mater- 
ial presented. varied and, the 
mind, some the subject matter 
novel. For instance the report 
Meller-Christensen who 
skeletons victims who had been 
dead seven hundred years order 
inake study the changes bone 
structure, 

The fine summary the work the 
Congress given Dr. Ernest Muir, 
London, His closing 
statement especially impressed this writ- 
and make the closing 
words this believe that, 
although wish carry research 
into better drugs, have hand al- 
ready enough means stamp out lep 
rosy. One thing wanted and that 
the right kind doctor and nurse, and 
once have these believe this prob- 
lem will cease exist problem.” 

N.C.E. 


Editor’s note: THE STAR has 
copy this valuable book through the 
thoughtfulness and courtesy our 
friend, Dr. Felix Contreras, Madrid. 
Dr. Contreras was General Secretary 
the Organizing Committee the 


Read and pass along THE STAR 
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This story one nature’s courte- 
sans masterly mosaic rise and 
comparable the tides the sea, 
Chantal makes her way the lad- 
der financial success and down the 
spiritual escalator touch the spring- 
desire for the finer things 
life. 

From concupiscent convert six 
years, required powerful phrasing 
great potentiality. From pagan 
preferred, this girl the gutter was 
characterized contemptuous con- 

This 13th novel years might 
have dribbled away into lot sen- 
suality and not much sense, but instead 
became literary art drama 
and tragedy hand-in-hand across thou- 
sands years misunderstanding, mis- 
information and misconception. 
hilarating couple zombies chased 


From any angle tragedy stalks from 
cover cover, Many tragedies have 
been written and 
measurably Many 
authors have lavished descriptive terms 
remarkable fluidity and fluency, but 
this the most forceful story-telling 
the field Hansen’s disease, termed 
leprosy the novelist. 


page may found this ex- 
cerpt: “Misinformation harmfu! 
the unfortunate people who have 
leprosy the doctors who are 
along with that with argument. An- 
other sentence that has the blessing 
all who are aware the controversial 
subjects that constantly arise, 
“Why shouldn’t leprosy treated free- 
hospitals and dispensaries? 
don’t isolate and yet there 
much reason so.... Leprosy 
disease like any other. can 
time, though have said never 
count complete cure. Unfortunate- 
the people not know this and 
the journalists who form pub- 
lic opinion and the doctors who 
with what being done, whai 
can done inform the public.” 

‘Chantal fiction well written that 
you almost have pinch yourself 
see you are awake. 
plays down the literary worth and ups 


the enlightenment, quite chal- 
enging and could easily up-ended. 
This 13th novel exceptional writ- 
er, very much literary art. Chantal 
fiction, not fact. 

the story has some discrep- 
ancies wide the gap between en- 
gines powered with alfalfa and-or 
atoms. not particularly enlighten- 
ing except for the fact that dirt swept 
out better than dirt kept under, 
But make mistake—it interesting 
reading. 

Pin-pointing 
Chaulmoogra oil. said have been 
passe for treating patients most hos- 
pitals for good many years. far 
one has determined how the disease 
pet cat—Siamese otherwise. also 
said that all attempts inoculate ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful, and that 
includes household pets. Animals have 
never been considered carriers HD, 
according the most reliable informa- 
tion obtainable. 

The locale the novel shifts from 
Paris settlement for Hansen’s dis- 
ease Mokogai, Fiji Islands, where 
Chantal The staff Moko- 
gai includes English doctors, French and 
English clergy and the French Mission- 
ary Sisters the Society Mary, all 
whom play interesting part the 
story. 

Miller, Shreveport, 


Youth Israel 


occupational therapy. 

are warmly appreciative all 
whose names are mentioned here for 
their cooperation and others for 
their interest this project. will 
probably not long before the young 
folks the Hansen’s Hospital 
rael will themselves, able thank 
their friends the U.S.A. recent 
letter from Dr. Rabinowitz she said, 
youngsters are pleased with their 
They have started learn Eng- 
lish, with one our patients from Iraq 


AAD ano ALONG 


WHO Surveys Recent Legislation 


The World Health Organization, 
specialized agency the United Na- 
tions, has issued pamphlet 
titled, “Leprosy, Survey Recent 
Legislation.” This 
vey reprinted from the “Internation- 
Digest Health Legislation, 1954.” 
deals for the most part with legis- 
lation pertaining (Hansen’s disease) 
enacted about countries since 
1940, from V—Australia Ven- 
cvuela (no Zanzibar) 

the Introduction, the 
pamphlet divided into sections cov- 
ering such topics as: detection, under 
which grouped, notification, 
ination suspects and contacts, and 
surveys and censuses; measures relating 
isolation, release and discharge, treat- 
ment, trades and callings, marriage, and 
immigration; measures relating 
household contacts under 
grouped, protection infants and chil- 
dren and welfare services; and miscel- 
laneous, under which grouped, de- 
finitions, harbouring and return es- 
caped (HD patients), occupational re- 
tients), (HD) hospital regulations, and 
role dispensaries. 

The aim the Survey analyze 
the methods (HD) control use 
different countries which show 
difference from country country. 
However, the author authors con- 
clude that this expected, “in 
view the differences local circum- 
stances regards the facilities for hos- 
pitalization and treatment, diagnostic 
laboratories, organization 
services, the prevalence 
the disease.” Therefore, the author 
states emphatically his Introduction 
and repeats the same statement his 
Conclusion, “it would absurd 
wish impose uniform programme 
for leprosy control the whole world.” 

The Survey shows that legislation not 
only differs from country country 
but some instances, varies markedly 
States, according the Survey, 
“compulsory notification” the oniy 
measure prescribed States. (Ac- 
cording information THE STAR 
tiles, States have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. See inside back 
cover). one State, there even 
difference between the State and city, 
“Notification leprosy not com- 
pulsory the State New York but 
compulsory the City New York.” 
several countries provision made 
for the notification not only known 
cases, but suspects well. Contin- 
ental United States not one these 
countries, but our Territory Hawaii 


is. three States (California, Mary- 
land and North Carolina) provision 
made for the compulsory examination 
contacts, 

The Survey records that, “35 States 
and the District Columbia prescribe 
the isolation (HD) cases either 
National Leprosarium (where they be- 
come subject the regulations the 
Public Health These regula- 
tions not specify which forms the 
disease are subject isolation; each 
State appears legislate this mat- 
ter. However, when patients arrive 
the National Leprosarium, the diag- 
nosis leprosy either confirmed 
disapproved the medical officers 
the Service. Twenty-two out these 
States, well the District Colum- 
bia, require the isolation bacterio- 
logically positive cases only; and four 
these permit such cases isolated 
The legislation the remaining thir- 
teen States does not specify which forms 
leprosy are required isolated; 
and these, six permit isolation either 
Territory Hawaii, only patients af- 
fected with communicable form 
stage leprosy are isolated places 
and under conditions satisfactory the 
Board Health.” 

There lengthy review concerning 
and discharge” and the condi- 
tions under which discharge granted 
the United States from the Carville 
institution, but this not up-to-date. 

the United States, immigration 
made legislation between aliens and 
the Surgeon General responsible for 
the prevention, detention, examination 
conditional release individuals 
coming into State possession from 
foreign country, the Territory 
Hawaii, possession.” 

The United States 
Towa and Virginia, and our Territory 
Hawaii) one the countries listed 
having law containing certain pro- 
visions for the purpose preventing 
the infection children. 

The Survey reports that “the legisla- 
tion certain number countries 
contains provisions relating the re- 
turn (HD patients) who escape from 
the institution which they have been 
isolated, The staff such institutions 
and the police authorities are general- 
vested with the power recapture 
such (HD patients) and certain in- 
India (Madras) for example, 
provision made for such (HD pa- 


tients) detained leprosy an- 
nexes attached prison. “The Survey 
lists ten countries which have regula- 
tions pertaining “lepers who escape” 
and using the word, they place 
Hansen’s disease patients the same 
category with criminals. 
table that the United States, looked 
upon the world leader and 
example, should appear among the ten 
countries. According the Survey, “in 
the United States America, patient 
who proceeds beyond the limits 
aside for the detention patients sut- 
fering from leprosy without permission 
shall upon his return properly safe- 
guarded prevent repetition the 
the discretion the med- 
ical officer charge (Carville) per- 
mitted give bond the United States 
America not exceeding $5,000 con- 
ditioned upon his faithful observance 
this part.” 

This obnoxious business the 
“$5,000 bond” has not been enforced 
good many years, but there 
our statute books for all the world 
see and report on. Years ago, when 
was enforced, all did was defeat its 
own purpose, and still doing that 
perpetuating the unwarranted social 
stigma attached disease which 
most medical experts such Dr. Rob- 
ert Cochrane, London; Dr, Windsor 
Wade, Culion, Philippines; and others 
consider “low infectivity.” This reg- 
ulation neither useful, nor orna- 
mental, and should stricken off the 
books without further delay, THE 
STAR has contended for more than 
decade—“Carville’s Bill Wrongs” 
‘STAR, November, 1943). 

Neither the Introduction the Sur- 
vey nor the Conclusion signed but 
evident that they were written the 
same person persons, who prepared 
the Survey. The WHO Liaison office 
New York did not know who prepared 
the Their file copy Interna- 
tional Digest Legislation 
from which the Survey was reprinted 
did not contain the author’s name. 

The late Dr. Faget, pioneer 
sulfone therapist and former medi- 
cal officer charge Carville, sug- 
gested the term “globiosis” place 
the traditional misnomer “le pros 
Pointing out that the Hansen’s bacillus, 
“is the only germ which forms itself 
into ‘globi’ the body,” Dr. Faget 
said, the term “globiosis” would “sci- 
entifically accurate 
and said, “no longer could they 
deserved insult—it must feel life slap 
the face every time they are called 
that name.” Dr. Faget’s intelligent 
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and humane attitude criterium, 
then terminology the Survey which 
reeks with the odious word 
from first page last, insult 
patients with Hansen’s disease the 
world over. 

his review legislation, the au- 
thor employs the terms which 
appear the laws each country, and 
his use the odious word such cases 
understandable some extent. the 
indicative, then most coun- 
tries whose laws are reviewed are ap- 
parently adhering the old terminolo- 
calling the disease and 
the patient “leper.” This, spite 
the resolution adopted the Fifth In- 
ternational Congress Leprosy (Ha- 
vana, 1948) and reaffirmed the Sixth 
Congress, Madrid, 1953. The resolution 
recommended, “that the use the 
name ‘leprosy’ should retained 
the scientific designation the dis- 
ease,” but that “the use the term 
‘leper’ designation the patient 
with leprosy should abandoned, etc.” 
medical authority recently 
drew the distinction thus, “leprosy 
very interesting disease, definite clin- 
ical condition,” but said he, “the word 
doubt the sincerity the men who 
formulated and adopted the Havana 
and Madrid Resolutions though this 
kind reasoning might well called 
“medical double talk.” now should 
crystal clear all concerned that 
practically impossible retain the 
parent term and discard the offspring. 


his Introduction the Survey, 
and again his Conclusion, the au- 
thor uses the unscientific word 
over and over again designate the pa- 
tient. times seems out his 
way use it, and surely one chosen 
compile such survey, 
have been familiar with the Havana 
and Madrid Resolutions. 


Instead ignoring these resolutions, 
seems that would not have 
been out place had the Survey in- 
cluded section legislation pertain- 
ing While the term 
Hansen’s disease was employed dis- 
cussing legislation Hawaii, was not 
explained that this the official term 
the Territory Legislative Act 
53, approved April 20, 1949). 
Madras (India), the government has 
issued directive against the use the 
word “leper” official documents. 

From our point view, golden op- 
portunity was missed not including 
supplement the Survey containing 
the Resolutions terminology adopted 
Havana and reaffirmed Madrid. 
This would long last have imple- 
mented the Congress Resolutions which 
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specified that “appropriate action” 
taken have these conclusions com- 
municated the scientific journals and 
the press.” 

WHO has its “expert committee 
leprosy” whose key members also serve 
key positions the International 
Leprosy Congresses and the Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association, co-sponsor 
the Congresses. The question our 
minds how the terminology the 
Survey, particularly the Introduc- 
tion and the Conclusion, ever passed 
the inspection these men, was 
submitted them. Was the error one 


WHO part the United Nations 
whose charter stresses “the dignity and 
worth the human person,” brand 
the language synonym for outcast, 
and the ultimate human degrada- 
tion, not only destroys his “dignity and 
worth” but throws powerful psy- 
chological barrier modern 
concepts the disease from which ine 
suffers. 


Notice Subscribers 


The November and December 
numlers THE STAR will 
combined into issue 
which hope have off the press 
early December. This edition 
will commemorate the 60th anni- 
versary the Carville hospital, 
will record and 
story ihe early days, beginning 
November 30, 1894, when the first 
group patients were brought 
this hospital from New Orleans 
coal barge towed tug 
boat the Mississippi; 
today’s modern institution. 

Ten years ago THE STAR is- 
sued special edition commemo- 
rating the 50th anniversary this 
hospital. The supply that par- 
ticular edition has been exhausted 
long ago and are planning 
reprint some the feature stories 
are constanily receiving re- 

quests for historical information. 
The November-December 1954 is- 
sue response these requests 

you, hope you like it. 


News Dr. Johansen 


The Leonard Wood Memorial has 
recorded its gratitude Dr. Frederick 
Johansen, Carville’s former medical 
officer charge, for his services the 
Memorial’s Medical Advisory Board. 
Dr, Johansen’s term expired this year. 

Dr. Johansen was elected first vice- 
president the newly organized Long 
Mississippi, Llons Club Sep- 
tember 28. real enthusiastic over 
the club,” wrote Dr. from Long 
Beach, where and Mrs. Johansen 
have been making their home since 
1953, when Dr. Johansen retired from 
the Public Health Service. Dr. Johansen 
keeps himself occupied, and 
turned out quite gardener. 
“Plenty around the place and 
then take number medical jour- 
nals and try keep with the march 
medicine. Never day passes that 
not think Carville,” wrote Dr. Jo. 
and certainly Carville will 
member Dr, and Mrs, Jo. 


Veterans Day 


big barbecue will the main 
event the Veterans Day celebration 
here November The day’s ac- 
tivities are sponsored the local 
Spann Post 188 and Auxiliary Unit, the 
Legion and the Forty and 
The program will also include 
golf tournament and the 
entertainment will feature dance 
sponsored the National Auxiliary 
the Disabled American Veterans, 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 
Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 
* 
Let know any way can 


serve you any time 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


French Visits Carville 
Discuss Research Hansen Disease 


Sister Marie Suzanne, 
Sweeney and Sister Mary Augustine. 


Father Joseph 


Resident doctors and laboratory staif 
this hospital listened attentively 
nun-scientist from France, Sister Marie 
Suzanna, distinguished for her research 
work Hansen’s disease, described 
detail techniques which 
neered for years—25 years Fiji Is- 
lands Leprosy Hospital and years 
researcher the Pasteur Institute and 
other laboratories France, The mod- 
est Marist Missionary Sister, who wears 
her garb tiny red pin awarded 
her the French government for her 
outstanding scientific achievements, was 
Carville for four days, from October 
21. 


Sister Marie Suzanne has discovered 
new germ named her honor, Myco- 
bacterium Marianum, similar to, but 
not identical with, the Hansen’s bacil- 
lus. From this new germ, Sister Marie 
Suzanne has developed vaccine which 
promises effective immunizing 
agent against Hansen’s disease, and also 
antigen which increasing the 
body’s resistance the disease, may 
prove have therapeutic value. 

Sister Marie Suzanne herself, with the 
caution true scientist, emphasized 
that she does not claim have found 
sure preventative definite cure, 
but feels that she the beginning 
something big, development which 
will probably have pursued for 
many years. 

Results her work were presented 
papers read before the Microbiolo- 
Convention Rome, and the In- 
ternational Leprosy Congress Ma- 
drid, both held the fall 

Preliminary tests carried out the 
French Cameroons, West Africa Dr. 
Blanc, French scientist, have 
shown: 

group children given the 
vaccine, 100 per cent. have shown de- 
finite indications immunity Han- 
sen’s disease. The tests involved the 
recognized Mitsuda test, one that 


given person determine whether 
susceptible allergic the dis- 
ease. 

(2) 457 cases patients with 
Hansen’s disease the advanced stages 
who were given the antigen, per 
cent showed striking improvement; 
per cent showed both improvement 
from the disease and their general 
condition, and the remainder received 
benefit. 

Sister Marie Suzanne, 65, planning 
return France January where 
she will devote full time continuing 
her laboratory work. her hope that 
she can manufacture the vaccine and 
antigen her own laboratory and dis- 
tribute free mission stations 
throughout the world. certain de- 
gree she will need financial assistance 
for this great scientific venture, but she 
stressed that she not here the 
United States primarily raise funds, 
but discuss her work with other sci- 
entists interested this field. 

Accompanying Sister Marie Suzanne 
Carville and her tour the 
United States, were the Rev. Joseph 
Sweeney, famed Maryknoll missioner, 
and Sister Mary Augustine, editor 
the Marist Missions. Father Sweeney, 
“Big Joe,” served years China, 
working among patients with Hansen’s 
disease. was expelled the Reds, 
father Sweeney thinks that “Commun- 
ists have greater grasp China than 
the Manchus, and they controlled China 
for three The Maryknoller 
warns Americans, think should 
form our ranks and forget our differ- 
ences.” 

Sister Marie Suzanne and her party 
came Carville from Texas, where she 
filled speaking engagements and met 
medical men Galveston and Houston. 
From here, the party left for Boston. 
Also Sister Marie Suzanne’s itinerary 
are Notre Dame and Rutgers Univer- 
sities and later she will travel the 
West Coast. 


Carville 


WDSU-TV brought their~ television 
cameras Carville for telecast inter- 
view with Chris Addison (story next 
column) Wednesday, October 
appeared the news broadcast the 
same day and again Thursday, Oc- 
tober the Vera Massey program, 
which also featured live interview 
Carville with our resident Protestant 
Chaplain Carl Elder. 


Injustice Prevented 


While are all law-abiding citizens 
should be, there are times when en- 
the letter the law may 
injustice. case point was that 
patient this hospital, Cresente Carlos 
Addison, fine young lad 20, known 
“Chris,” one our best citizens. 

Chris, native the Philippines, 
entered this 1948 with his 
mother and stepfather, Air Force 
Ordnance Master Sergeant, and five 
his brothers and sisters. All the chil- 
had been legally adopted the 
sergeant, and they were admitted 
this country “for permanent 
under provisions Public Law No, 
271, 79th Congress. 

Two months after Chris’ entry into 
the country, was sent Walter Reed 
Hospital, Washington, where months 
his illness was diagnosed Han- 
sen’s disease and January, 1950, 
was sent Carville. 1952, the Im- 
migration and Naturalization Service 
started deportation proceedings against 
Chris the grounds that had the 
disease the advanced stages the 
time his admission, despite the fact 
that passed the necessary health 
cxaminations before entry, and appar- 
eutly showed outward signs the 
The Immigration Board Ap- 
peals upheld the decision that Chris 
deported and September 24, 1954, 
received notice that four days 
would sent back the Philip- 
pines. Chris’ family the United 
two brothers are our Armed 
Services. would have been quite 
alone the Philippines. 

Throughout the entire case, Chris 
had the moral support many friends, 
who were doing everything possible 
However, with his deportation 
only matter few days, quick ac- 
tion stave off was imperative. 
Through contacts with the Forty and 
honor society the American 
Legion, Lloyd Adams, state head that 
and Thomas Barr IIL 
state secretary, both prominent New 
Orleans attorneys, entered the picture, 
Mr, Barr took Chris’ case into federal 
district court September 21, Judge 
Skelly Wright, presiding. The case 
was postponed give Mr. Barr time 
study ruling the Immigration 
Board Appeals. 

was found that the time 
Chris’ entry into the country, 
exempting the families servicemen 
from deportation was effect, and 
October came the telephone call 
from Lloyd Adams: 
been grave injus- 
tice was prevented. 


October 
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the Local Scene 


From press time for the September 
issue until press time for the October 
STAR, things have been buzzing our 
community. While once had oc- 
cesional program entertainment, now 
frequently have enjoyable evenings. 
these are provided from out- 
side our community, but others are ar- 
ranged and carried out 
groups, 

the end August, the Cootie 
Baton Rouge, the fun organiza- 
tion the Veterans Foreign Wars. 
whose main project entertainment 
hospitals, with Watkins serving 
hospital chairman this year, brought 
our community the Westerners, 
cight piece band lead Jim Jones. 
This group goes for the cowboy and 
hill-billy type music which popu- 
lar here. 

There interesting con- 
cerning the Westerners. One our 
Texas patients felt certain had seen 
member the band before. Becom- 
ing more and more curious, finally 
went over and asked the musician 
chance was from Texas. Not only 
was from Texas, but from the same 
town, and the two men soon realized 
that they had attended school together 
years ago, and had lost track each 
other, Again say—it’s small world. 

September was one those 
days with much going that things 
began overlap each other. Legion 
and Auxiliary installation officers 
and Beta Sigma Phi initiation, after- 
noon affairs, are reported elsewhere 
this issue. the time the last after- 
noon program was over, group fron 
New Orleans had arrived begin 

variety show the patio. This show 

was sponsored the Marion Hardy 
Enterprise, New Orleans, 
tion with the Young Men’s Business 
the City. There was eight 
act program, featuring dancing, sing- 
ing and instrumental music. The Bor- 
den Ice Cream Co., and the Sunshine 
Co., provided refreshments, 

The Mexican Club our commun- 
ity sponsored dance for everyone 
the independence Mexico, Serge 
Page and his Latin American orchestra 
New Orleans provided the music 
through the cooperation Local 174, 
the American Federation Musi- 
cians, through grant from the Music 
Performance Trust Fund the Record- 
ing Raul Avalos president 
the Mexican Club. 

Labor Day, Pinky or- 
chestra New Orleans made its first 
This Dixie Land 
band was also provided through the 
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Local 174 the Ameri- 
can Federation Musicians. Dancing 
was enjoyed the patio, the Patients’ 
Federation being the sponsor and the 
Spann Unit 188, American Le- 
gion Auxiliary provided attendance 
prizes. 

The Point Clair Lions Club con- 
junction with the Spann Post 
188, American Legion, and the Auxil- 
Unit sponsored outing Lake 
Johansen for handicapped patients, 
Sunday afternoon, September 26. Lo- 
cal shops, individuals and THE STAR 
merchandise and cash 
used prizes Bingo game, where 
one paid for playing, and all win- 
nings went only 
who were the guests the Clubs. 
For each person needing assistance there 
was able-bodied patient hand 
play the Bingo card and pass along 
prizes. addition Bingo, there were 
motor boat rides the lake and 
merry game pinning the the 
Coney Island sandwiches, pre- 
grill the lake, and soft 
drinks were served approximately 
patients who enjoyed the outing. 
‘The American Legion’s Buick statior 
wagon was used take patients and 
from the lake, and the Campbell Gas 
Fund Unit 188, American Legion 
Auxiliary, defrayed that part the ex- 
pense. The weather cooperated fully 
and this group patients eagerly look 
forward another outing this type 
when can arranged. 

The 4th Anniversary Charter 
Night was celebrated Monday eve- 
ning, Oct. the Point Clair Lions 
Club. The principal speaker was Hu- 
bert Brennan, President the Down- 
town Lions Club Baton Rouge, 
Champagne, Baton Rouge, emceed the 
affair and his Cajun stories kept every- 
one laughing. Mrs, Dorothea Many, 
Raton Rouge, brought along Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Price who entertained with 
piano and trombone, and the Gospel 
Singers Quartette, all male voices, with 
accompanist. Mrs. Many told 
one her favorite stories every- 
one’s enjoyment, “Bugs” Bridges 
arranged with Leon Netterville, Bus- 
iness Manager Southern University, 
Scotlandville, for some twenty voices 
from the University’s Choir, under the 
direction Oscar Henry, entertain. 
were accompanied the piano 
Mrs. Gladys Childress. Miss Joella 
Hardeman, the faculty, rendered sev- 
violin solos and piano student, 
Pate, played some the favorite 
classics the piano. Refreshments were 
provided the dietetic department 
this hospital. 
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Sports 
By Charles Thomas 
Golf Tournament Successful 


Henry Thomas, 
Tommy Beard, Bill Dodson and Eddie Ross. 


The Sixth Annual Point Clair Fall 
Invitational Golf Tournament held 
here October 10, was won Bill 
Jr., who scored 
victory over Eddie Ross, Jr. Both young 
golfers are from Baton Rouge, Dodson 
won the championship with 71, three 
over par, while Ross fired 72. 

the opening round, Dodson de- 
ieated Ernie Landry, Baton Rouge, 
up. took him holes turn the 
trick. Defending champ, Tommy Beard 
was eliminated the first round 
play. All flights played one round 
match-play and nine holes medal 
determine the winners and runners-up. 

field entries from New Or- 
leans, Baton Rouge, Donaldsonville, 
Houma and Carville, patients 
ticipated the tournament and the 
there were two winners their re- 
spective flights. Manuel Oropeza took 
top honors the fifth flight and 
the writer took home the bacon the 
sixth. There were 
among the patient entries, The winners 
and runners-up received valuable prizes 
that included caddy carts, 
shoes, clubs, etc. 

The tournament was under the di- 
rection Henry Thomas, pro City 
Park New Orleans and Marion Sco- 
bell, City Park pro, Baton Rouge. These 
men were very ably assisted Thomas 
Rickman, Jr., Director Commun- 
ity Activities here, and Bob Michael, 
Recreational Aide. 


Better Grips 
for 
Better Golf 


—Flexi-Grip Golf Pride— 
—Kush-Lite— 


FAWICK FLEXI GRIP CO, 
Akron 20, Ohio 


Box 8072 
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VFW Auxiliary Presents $5,000 
Check Hospital 


Dr. Wolcott accepts check from Mrs. Schill 


Sunday afternoon, August 
Mrs. Schill, New Orleans, im- 
past National President the 
Ladies Auxiliary the Veterans 
Foreign Wars, came our community 
present $5,000 check the hospi- 
tal, for the benefit the patients. Dr. 
Wolcott, executive officer, ac- 
cepted the check saying, “On behalf 
the patients certainly wish thank 
Mrs. Schill and the Auxiliary the 
VFW for this generous check. will 
placed the patients benefit fund 
used later date for some- 
thing that our under- 
standing that the badly worn DeSota 
station wagon, used take patients 
authorized vacation trips, re- 
placed with new one from the fund. 

Mrs. Schill explained that before re- 
linquishing her office National Pres- 
ident the VFW held 
executive council meeting request- 
ing the check, used for the bene- 
fit the patients this hospital, The 
presentation took place the Club 
Lounge where group patients had 
assembled express their appreciation. 


ville from New Orleans were: Mrs. 
Lydia Acosta, Department 
Mrs. Gertude Pontiff, past Department 
President; Mrs, Velma Lee Kemp, Na- 
tional Color Bearer; Mrs. Irma Grit- 
fatta and from Baton 
Brown the Augusta Ewing 
all pictured above, 


Installation Day for Legion 


, 


Visiting Legionnaires and Forty and 
Eighters Carlisle Richard, Baton 
Rouge; Cox, now Baton Rouge, but 
past department commander Texas; 
Destrehan; Jim Casserly and 
Lloyd Adams, New Orleans; George May 
and Frank Nesom, Baton Rouge. 


Sunday afternoon, September 19, was 
designated, Day” local 
McCormicks, Louis and Steve, whose 
names Carville stand for 
service, were the installing officers for 
the Spann Post 188 and Auxiliary 
Unit respectively. Mr. McCormick 
past department commander and Mrs. 
McCormick past department presi- 
dent, Voiture Locale 902, Forty and 
Eight, fun and honor society the 
American Legion, had the State’s top 
Forty and Eighter, Grand Chef Lloyd 
Adams, New Orleans, the honors. 


Visitors and members the local Auxil- 
iary Unit photographed before the installa- 
tion ceremonies. They are (stand- 
ing): Mrs. Casserly; Mrs. Lino (local); 
Mrs. McCormick; Mrs. Carl Elder (lo- 
cal); Mrs. Landry; Marie Landry (local); 
and Mrs. Emil Hitzman, Baton Rouge. 
the back are, Mrs. Martinez and Mrs. Sal- 
dana (both Seated, are Mary 
Ruth Broussard, Grace Joy, Kitty Boud- 
reaux, Aline Stribbling, all the local unit. 
Not pictured, but also among the out 
town were Mrs. Lloyd Adams and 
Irma Griffatta, New Orleans. 


(Left right) Mr. Spurlock, Mrs. Rose, 


Mrs. Simon Landry, New Orleans, State 
the Eight and Forty, was 
officer for the local 
Petite Salon. Mrs. Frances 
New Orleans, State secretary the 
Light and Forty assisted during the 
Auxiliary and Eight and Forty 
tions. 

The installations were not heid 
but concurrently--the ladies met 
the Club Lounge, the men the Bam- 
boo Room. However, there was dis- 
sent the query later, “Shall join 
the ladies?” Visitors and patients all en- 
joyed boxed chicken supper the 
Patio and this feature always 
peint Carville social affairs. 


California DAV Auxiliary 
Commander Visits 


Mrs. Fischer, Mrs. Vosloh, Mrs. Spurlock, 
Mrs. Surgi and Mr. Rese 


Returning from the National Con- 
vention the Disabled American 
erans and its Auxiliary, held Miami, 
this year, the new California Com 
mander the Auxiliary, Mrs. Muriel 
Spurlock, Suisan, and her husband, 
Carl, included visit our hospital 
their itinerary. Another California 
couple, Mr. and Mrs, Tex Rose, Los 
Angeles, also returning from the Con- 
vention, visited the same time. 

The Spurlocks brought news 
the Convention and said they had 
talked with Mrs, Florence Green, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., who for many years has 
served National Hospital Chairman 
and has been reelected. 


Others the party included, Mrs. 
Paul Vosloh, Commander; Mrs. Lise 
Surgi, Vice Commander and Mrs. 
past Commander, all the 
Claude Chesney No, Unit, DAV, 
New Orleans. 

The Disabled American Veterans and 
its Auxiliary have been active through- 
out the years assisting 
helpful patients. Christmas the 
Auxiliary, through its national hospital 
chairman, remembers every veteran 
with gift and generously contributes 
their celebration November 
when all patients are guests the vet- 
erans, 


October 


Accompanying Mrs. Schill Car- 


The Kalaupapa Story 
Bob Krauss 
Reprinted special permission from the Honolulu August 25, 1954 


for its patients with Hansen’s disease 
the famed island Molokai since 
1866. Robert Louis Stevenson visited 
there and wrote movingly about the 
place and its people. Ernie Pyle spent 
jour days and nights Kalaupapa 
1937, and his day day account the 
visit (THE STAR has copy) the 
“most human and humane portrayal 
Kalaupapa” yet presented. Krauss’s 
beautiful word picture has the Ernie 
Pyle flavor, and are grateful our 
good friend,Lawrence Judd, Honolulu, 
for bringing our attention, 


Kalaupapa Settlement, Molokai— 

There crippled, grey-haired man 
living here who never wants leave 
this palm-dotted speck isolation. 

Here guarded from prying eyes 
cliffs, that tower over 1,000 feet 
one side, and the whole Pacific ocean 
the other three, 

Here, one allowed without 
permit. 

Most the roads here are dirt. Most 
the buildings are made wood that 
needs paint job. There are neon 
lights nor night clubs. The place looks 
like set for “Miss Sadie Thomp- 
son,” 

used feel sorry for the folks who 
live here. Until began walking around 
and talking them. That’s what 
want tell you about, the folks who 
live here, 

They smile oftener than other people 
know. They wave when you drive by. 
Like Joseph Charles Kaui, with the 
grey hair, who never wants leave. 

Like nearly half the patients here, 
could, wanted to. You see, he’s 
what the doctors call case.” 
But go. 

think know one reason. hope 
won’t mind telling you what 
is. 

His hands are crippled, never 
again able open his fingers. His 
are twisted and discolored. His 
mouth doesn’t track quite right, any- 
more, 

him the lonely cliffs 
lonely ocean are friends because they 
don’t stare. 

But, there are other reasons even 
more binding. 

There’s pint-sized fire department 
here consisting one fire truck. 
the last months, Kalaupapa has had 
two small brush fires. 

The truck sits itself little 
It’s covered with dust. 


There sheriff here and captain 
police. talked the captain, young 
Paul Harada, asked him when made 
his last scratched his head 
and answered vaguely, “Oh, was 
long time. don’t really remember.” 

The one-horse jail sits empty and 
useless rusted cannon. 

There little stealing here, 
I'm told. The last auto accident hap- 
pened over year ago and consisted 
couple crumpled fenders. 

But there are charity drives here. The 
patients regularly contribute the 
Community Chest, the Red Cross and 
the March Dimes. 

Mr. Kaui and long weather- 
beaten lanai looking out over the bay 
where four boys caught pounds 
iish little over hour few days 
ago, 

“You get love the place,” said. 
beautiful place. Quiet, The 
neighbors are friendly and help 
you out. Oh, have our troubles but 
they overlook it.” 

said visited Honolulu 1950. 
me, was homesick the first 
night. stayed just one week.” 

came back listen his radio 
week and holidays, and read 
the newspapers the blind patients 
every day, That’s his regular job. 

There were three questions wanted 
ask before had go, They 
were, “What CinemaScope?” and 
“How they make Three-D?” and 

answered well could before 
started walking the old footpath 
that leads the side the cliff the 
rest the world, 

When got the top, Kalaupapa 
was way down below, appearing de- 
serted and lonely. But had halo 
white clouds overhead and there was 
rainbow that ended just about where 
the sturdy little church stands. 

must have been there for reason. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 2-4421 


And Work 


Dr. William John Holmes, 
eve specialist, presented paper 
“Changing Concepts Ocular Lep- 
rocy” the program the 17th Inter- 
Congress Ophthalmology 
meeting New York, September 12- 
the layman “changing 
hes with improved better 
tients with Hansen’s disease, and the 
case those with eye involvements, 
restoration partial restoration 
Since the advent sulfone 
apy, eye involvements Hansen’s dis- 
ease are longer the big problem they 
were prior the new drugs. Such con- 
ditions, they appear, can now 
kept under control. 

Dr. Holmes consulting eye special- 
ist for the current year Kalaupapa, 
Molokai, and Hale Mohalu Pearl 
City, Oahu, the Territory Hawaii’s 
old and new institutions for the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. Dr. Holmes 
included his talk commendation 
the fine work being done the Ter- 
ritorial Board Health providing 
for the welfare, health 


Hansen’s disease patients the is- 


“Exciting -prospect!” declared Dr. 
Harry Arnold, Jr., the Straub 
Clinic, Honolulu, emplaned 
September 30, for inspection tour 
Army hospitals the Far East. Dr. 
nold, who one leading 
skin specialists, was recently appointed 
consultant dermatology the sur- 
geon general the Army. 

Dr. Arnold, editor the Hawaii 
Medical Journal, expects away un- 
til early November. will tour Army 

should noted that Dr. Arnold 
has special interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease and considered authority 
the subject. associate editor 
the quarterly, “International Jour- 
nal Leprosy” and author recent 
valuable book titled, Modern Concepis 
Leprosy (Charles Thomas, Pub- 
lishers, Springfield, Illinois). 
medical practice Honolulu, Dr. 
nold has had the opportunity see 
good many cases Hansen’s disease and 
follow some them over period 
years. One can certain that ad- 
dition his army commitments the 
Far East, Dr. Arnold will study and ob- 
serve the problem Hansen’s disease 
the countries visits. endem- 
sections Okinawa, Japan and 
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that the campaign THE STAR 
being continued with undiminished 
vigor and that there are definite indica- 
tions that bearing fruit world- 
wide scale. know that much the 
credit for this success belongs 
devoted staff THE STAR and their 
friends, 

have received reprint the ar- 
ticle Dr. Kluth the Epidemiology 
Hansen’s disease. 

will take advantage this oppor- 
tunity enclose herewith check for 
$5.00 which please apply for sub- 
scription THE STAR for this year, 
well for 1955, 1956, 1957 and 1958. 
With best wishes. 

Jose Rodriguez 

Chief, Division Sanitaria 

Bureau Hospitals 
Manila, Philippines 

This letter gave big lift. Dr. 
one the world’s fore- 
authorities Hansen’s disease 
and his support our work 
gratifying. —Ed. 


you know that Betty Martin’s 
hook, Miracle Carville now 
able here Hebrew translation. 
distributing among people 
cials the Health Department and all 
them are highly impressed it. 
years ago, was difficult for 
find co-workers, even students 
medicine didn’t want work. But 
now, have very nice young fellow 
teacher, student sociology, and 
three students medicine are doing 
the random examinations. Best wishes. 

Yasevah Rabinowitz, M.D. 


Hospital for Hansen’s disease 
Jerusalem, Israel 


our recent Promenade Nationa! 
Convention) the busiest man 
Washington was our good friend 
Charles Ardery, who found time 
his many friends Carville 
further our educational campaign. 
gave supply THE STAR, Vet- 
erans Edition, and put display 
the lobby the Convention 
During the sessions, passed out copies 
and took such subscriptions were 
fered, many new friends 
about the STAR program.... You may 
believe was very proud position 
debted and grateful Charlie Ardery 
for the opportunity. 

While the subject the Nation- 
Promenade Washington, members 
Voiture Locale 902 will most in- 


Mail Bag 


terested know that three principal 
committees went bat for the Car- 
ville team—the Voiture Activities Com- 
inittee recommended that Carville 
Chairman appointed each Voi- 
ture the Finance Committee 
Carville program; and the Resolutions 
Committee reported out very fine 
appreciation the crea- 
tor Rex Morgan, M.D. Three home 
runs one inning, thought, was 
very good batting average, 

Don Kershaw 
Tewksbury, Massachusetts 


Congratulations the July-August 
issue THE STAR. was not only 
excellent tribute the Forty and 
Fight but really outstanding every 
way. Quite far cry from the mimeo- 


Lloyd Adams, Grand Chef Gare 
Grand Voiture Louisiana 


Orleans, La. 


have circulated THE STAR among 
friends here and one 


them 
summed all our feelings 


one issue and said, “It’s like 


reading about old friends.” (She had 
just finished reading Miracle 
the few short months since 
have been enlightened about HD, 
have had several opportunities (one 
when was enroute bus Kansas 
City, Mo.) radiate the light truth. 
only education which will dissolve 
these foolish barriers. work 
hold numerous opportunities teach, 
and shall take advantage them. 
Maureen Doherty 
Dietitian, Mayo Clinic 
Rechester, Minnesota 
indebted Sam Rubin, 
La., past national and state 
officer the Forty and Eight, for 
our educational program 
Miss Doherty’s attention. —Ed, 


The September 1954 issue THE 
the article Dr. Walter 
Alvarez, was born Hawaii and 
his father practised here for many years. 
glad Dr. Alvarez approves the 
use disease.” 

Lawrence Judd 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


was great deal interest 
that read your article, “They Call 
Them Comics” the September 
the subject the injury young 


minds this mass display. found the 


magazine unusually interesting 


Frances Lawton 
Clermont Harbor, Miss. 


* * 


Our library has been receiving copies 
THE STAR for sometime 
find very interesting and in- 
formative. 


Argosino, Medical Librarian 
School Medicine Emory University 
Georgia 


may interest you know that 
going include your publication 
third year student nurses training 
and have chosen this subject for 
yearly project. I’m sure your paper will 
useful and informative me. 

Lorraine Olson 


Franklin County Public Hospital 
Greenfield, Massachusetts 


The “special copy” the September 
issue your STAR arrived sometime 
ago. put off opening until had 
sufficient time study it.... did not 
know contained the article about 
Courage 

Today, received letter from Grant 
Hospital Chicago saying this: first 
learned Courage from article 
have just read the September issue 
THE STAR and feel can use your 
magazine reference when teaching 
about rehabilitation Sociology, Social 
and Nursing Service, also 
Public Health,” Signed, Gertrude 
Rohrer, R.N., Educational Director, 
Grant Hospital Chicago, 551 Grant 
Chicago 14, illinois. 

course, dived for that long de- 
layed reading and hasten now thank 
you for doing such excellent job 
presenting good story, and appre- 
ciation for your mention our efforts. 


Augusta Weaver 
Editor, COURAGE 


Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
“How far that little 
beams!” THE STAR pleased 
have been the liaison which broughi 
together the educational director from 
and the editor from Oklahoma. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC, 


General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 
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“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 


Cairo, Egypt, 


medical world classes disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


March, 1938 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


> 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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Theory Versus Fact 


would not only appear difficult justify some existing practices 
the light our present knowledge (Hansen’s disease) but also, some in- 
stances, they would appear contradiction the facts regarding its com- 


municability, which show that much less infectious than, for example 
tuberculosis. 


Paradox the Year 


examination the measures taken certain countries during the last 
few decades gives rise the following paradox; some, where the policy 
regards isolation was rather liberal, (Hansen’s disease) has diminished and 
almost completely disappeared, whereas, others, there has been little 


change the incidence (Hansen’s disease) despite the drastic 
adopted. 


Excerpts from the Introduction Survey Recent Legislation” 
—issued World Health Organization, Palais des Nations, Geneva, 1954, 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


eo wo = 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 


monthly patients the U.S. Public 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


Please send THE STAR to: 


New 
Name 
Address 
City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year. stamps please 


NOTE:— KINDLY MAKE CHECKS MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE 
THE STAR 
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